
THE MIKADO

Before the action of the opera begins, Nanki-Poo has fled from the court of
his father, the Mikado of Japan, to escape marriage with an elderly and rather
unattractive lady, named Katisha. Assuming the disguise of a wandering mins-
trel, he has on his travels fallen in love with a lovely maiden, Yum-Yuna; but
he has been prevented from marrying her by her guardian, Ko-Ko, who wishes to
marrSr her himself. Ko-Ko, however, has been condemned to death for flirting.
'When Act I opens, Nanki-Poo is hastening to the court of Ko-Ko in Titipu tot
find out whether Yum-Yum is 'how free to marry him.

I'rom Pooh-Bah (a corrupt and proud public official) and Pish-Tush (a
nobleman), Nanki-Poo learns tha.t Ko-Ko has escaped his sentence of, death by
being appointed Lord High Executioner, and is, therefore, free to mrarr5r Yum-
Yum.

Everything seems to be going well for Ko-Ko, but suddenly a letter comes
from the Mikado ordering him to execute somebody or else lose his exalted posi-
tion. Ilo-Ko, never having killed anything or anybody, is in dire despair when
Nanki-Poo a.ppearst, bent upon suicide because he cannot marr5r Yum-Yum. By
conceding to him the right to marry her for a month, Ko-Ko persuades Nanki-Poo
to be the subject for the public execution when that month is up. There is re-
ioi'cing at this solution to the problem, marred only by the unexpected appear-
ance of I(atishe, in quest of her vanished lover, Nanki-Poo. She is driven away,
but threatens to go to the Mikado about the matter.

Act II opens with Yum-Yum preparing for her marriage with Nanki-Poo.
Eer bliss quickly turns to consternation, however, when Ko-Ko a,rrives rrith the
news that he has just discovered a law stating that when a maried man is exe-
cuted his wife must be buried alive. Solutions to this new problem are suggested
and discarded. Finally a way out of the difficulty presents itself: Ko-Ko has
Pooh-Bah make a false affidavit that NankiPoo has been executed, and bids
the nevlyweds to leave the country.

The entrance of the Mikado and his daughter-in-law-elect Katisha, in much
pomp and circumstance, stops the proceedings for the moment. The Mikado
has really corme in search of his son, Nanki-Poo, but Ko-Ko thinks that the
object of this visit is to see whether an execution has taken place. IIe accordingly
produces the affidavit and describes with gusto the execution. The Mikado is
greatly impressecl until Katisha discovers that the man whose execution is being
lauded was Nanki-Poo! Now Ko-Ko and his accomplices find themseilves guilty of
"compassing the death of the Heir Apparent," the punishment for which offense
is something lingering, with boiling oil in it, or perhaps melted lead; the Mikado
isn't quite sure. Their only hope is to admit the falsehood of, the affidavit and
produce Nanki-Poo alive. But, as Nanki-Poo has already maryied Yum-Yum
and so cannot marry Katisha, Katisha will surely insist on the execution of both
of them. Ko-Ko solves the problem by offering his hand to Katisha, and after
he melts her heart with a touching air, she accepts him. The end of the opera
corues as all ioin in the general reioicing.
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DBAMATIS PERfIONAE

(in order of their appearance)

NANKI-POO (Son of the Mikado, disguised as a wandering
minstrel, and in love with Yum-Yum) .... Albert Bedard

PISH-TUSH (a Noble Lord) ........ Carl Cudhea

POOH-BAH (Lord High Everything Else) ............ Mauriee Buckley

KO-KO (Lord High Executioner of fitipu) George Niles

PITTI-SING > (W'ards of KO-KO) Ethel Shenton Jones
PEEP-BO ) .... Genevieve Kalled

TIIE MIKADO OF JAPAN .. Thomas W. Butt

KATISHA (An Elderly Lady, in love with Nanki-Poo) . ..

Betty DerManoogia,n

CHORUS OF NOBLES ........................ Clarke Allard, James Bergeron,
Mark Eldridge, Peter Hambleton, David
Latvis, Donald Pinkham, David Spring,
Harry Tong, Jon Vore, Channing Fuller,
Harold Annis, Thomas Butt Robert
Iloitt

CHORUS OF SCHOOL-MAIDS Carole Chacos, Carolyn Cook,
Cynthia Kantarg:is, .Laurie Stearns,
Betty Leone, Virginia Longfellow,
Nancy Richardson, Nancy Leone,
Marilyn Kantarg:is, Paula Schareh,
Betty Robbins, Carol Anne Seharch

CIIORUS OF COOLIES .......... ...... George Bealand, Jr., Carl Johnson,
Larry Kleiner, Karl Henry, George
Niles, Jr., Richard Kleiner

ATTENDANT TO fHE MIKADO ....... ... ..... Sidney Tally

SYISOPSIS

Act I-Scene: Courtyard of Ko-Ko's official residence in fitipu
Act II-Scene: Ko-Ko's Garden in Titipu

(The entire action takes place in Japan, the time-almost a^nytime)

STAFF

ACCOMPANIST Mrs. Evenett Millett

COSTUMES ................. ...... Hooker-Howe Costume Company
(Haverhill, Massachuseitts), Mrs. Roberb
Hoitt, Mrs. Forre,st Spalding

DEC.R ;;il;;d ;r .T,ffilr;'fff$ir!#-'hrln'
Longfellow, John Mosher, Alan Petraske

SCENERY Mr. Ralph Gould, Mr. William
(Designed by Mr. Wood)

PROPERTIES ............ Mr. George Hannbleton,
Miss Virgi"ia Rochelle

MAKE-UP ..... Mrs. Alfred Taylor, Miss Virginia Rochelle

STAGE ASSISTANTS .............. Michael Latvis, Stephen Hoitt,
James Longfellow, Mr. William Baybutt

PUBLICITY Mrs. Chester Jones, Miss
Eiil;b"ih sprins

Herring, Sandra Shattuck, Dorothy
Jederian

TICKETS ........ Mrs. Carl Johnson, Mrs. George
Hambleton

CANDY .. Mrs. Paul Seharch, Mrs. Leo Hjelm,
Mrs. Maurice Buckley, Mrs. John Spring

CBEDITS

We are grateful to our many friends for their interest and co-
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